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EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. PCT/NOOO/00249 



I. Basis of the report 

1 . With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70, 16 and 70.17)): 
Description, pages: 

1 -4 as originally filed 



2. With regard to the language, alt the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or fumished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation fumished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation fumished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 
55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ fumished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure In 
the International application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been fumished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 

5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been 

considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 
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1-7 



with telefax of 



27/1 1/2001 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Boxes l-VIII. Sheet 1) (July 1998) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 

EXAMINATION REPORT International application No. PCT/NOOO/00249 



(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 



6. Additional observations, if necessary: 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 


2 




No: 


Claims 


1,3-7 


Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 


2 




No: 


Claims 




Industrial applicability (lA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-7 




No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 



VIII. Certain observations on the international application 

The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the 
claims are fully supported by the description, are made: 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or 
industrial applicability: citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1 . Reference is made to the following documents: 

D1 : WO 96 28021 A (NORBAIT DA) 1 9 September 1 996 (1 996-09-1 9) 
D2: EP-A-0 1 37 748 (DOW CHEMICAL CO) 1 7 April 1 985 (1 985-04-1 7) 
D3: DATABASE WPI Section Ch, Week 198303 Denwent Publications Ltd., 

London, GB; Class C03, AN 1983-05982K XP002901420 & JP 57 198053 A 

(WORLD PROD YG), 4 December 1982 (1982-12-04) 
D4: US-A-4 413 014 (MELANCON RONALD D) 1 November 1 983 (1 983-1 1 -01 ) 

2. D1 discloses the use of a natural polymer, preferably alginate in combination with 
natural material as fishbait (D1: p. 2, I. 3-33). In this context, it is noted that the 
alginate is swollen (=expanded) with water before use (D1: p. 2, 1. 21-22). As a 
consequence, D1 destroys the novelty of independent claim 1 (Article 33(2) PCT). 
It is additionally noted that alginate is considered a natural polymer. 

3- D2 relates to fishbait comprising a cellulose ether or polyvinyl alcohol in which an 
olfactory stimulant is dispersed (D2: p. 3, L 13 - p. 4, 1, 2). The polymer forms a 
hydrated gel-like layer when immersed in water (D2: paragraph bridging p. 2 and 
3). 

4. Likewise, the fishbait according to D3, comprising, among others, gelled 

glucomannan and fishmeat extract anticipates the subject-matter of present claim 
1 (Article 33(2) PCT). 

5- D4 discloses a porous dried corn ear further comprising a fish attractant as 
fishbait (D4: claim 1; col. 1, 1. 6-10). 

6. The subject-matter of claim 2 which is limited to starch meets the requirements of 
Article 33(2) and (3) PCT, as none of the above cited documents relates to or 
renders obvious the use of starch in expanded form with added odour and/or taste 
additive which attracts fish, as bait or fish feed. 



Form PCT/Separate Sheet/409 (Sheet 1) (EPO-Aprll 1997) 
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7. With regard to dependent claims 3-8, it is noted that a positive opinion can only be 
given, if they refer to independent claims that meet the requirements of the PCT. 

Re Item VIII 

Certain observations on the international application 

8. It appears that claim 1 should read The use of natural polymer ... which attracts 
fish as bait or fish feed,...' 



PCT/Separate Sheet/409 (Sheet 2) (EPO-April 1997) 
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PATENT CLAIMS 

1 . The use of natural polymer in expanded form, with added odour and/or 
taste additive which attracts fish, to bait or fish feed, where the natural 
polymer is a biopolymer and preferably starch. 

S 2. The use of natural polymer according to claim 1, where the starch is 
preferably maize or rice starch. 

3. The use of natural polymer according to claims 1-2, where the natural 
polymer is in the form of pieces or pellets before expansion. 

4. The use of natural polymer according to claim 3, where filler is added 
10 to the natural polymer. 

5. The use of natural polymer according to claims 1-4, where the odour 
and/or taster-producing additive which attracts fish is added to the pieces or 
pellets. 

6 The use of natural polymer according to claims 1-4, where the odour 
15 and/or taste-producing additive which attracts fish is added during expansion. 

7. The use of natural polymer according to claims 1-4, where the odour 
and/or taste-producing additive which attracts fish is added in expanded 
form. 
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N-0103 Oslo 

NORVEGE 


Date of mailing (day/month/year) 
25 Aoril 2001 (25 04 01) 


Applicant's or agent's file reference 
112399SJA2T 


IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 


International application No. 
PCT/NOOO/00249 


International filing date (day/month/year) 
26 July 2000 (26.07.00) 



Name and Address 


state of Nationality 


State of Residence 




SJASTAD INDUSTRIER AS 
N-6750 Stadlandet 
Norway 


NO 


NO 




Telephone No. 

+47 57 85 84 60 




Facsimile No. 






+47 57 85 84 66 






Teleprinter No. 



1. The foliowing indications appeared on record concerning: 

I [ the inventor 



the applicant 



I [ the agent | [ the common representative 



2. The International Bureau hereby notifies the applicant that the following change has been recorded concerning: 



□ 



the person 



the name 



X 



the address [ | the nationality | [ the residence 



Name and Address 


State of Nationality 


State of Residence 


SJAASTAD AS 
6750 Stadlandet 
N-1441 Selje 
Norway 


NO 


NO 


Telephone No. 

+47 57 85 84 60 




Facsimile No. 






+47 57 85 84 66 






Teleprinter No. 



3. Further observations, if necessary: 



4. A copy of this notification has been sent to: 
I X I the receiving Office 
[ [ the International Searching Authority 
j I the International Preliminary Examining Authority 



I X| the designated Offices concerned 
I I the elected Offices concerned 
I I other: 





The International Bureau of WlPO 
34, chemin des Colombettes 
121 1 Geneva 20, Switzerland 

Facsimile No.: (41-22) 740.14.35 


Authorized officer 

Beatriz LARGO 
Telephone No.: (41-22) 338.83.38 , 



Form PCT/IB/306 (March 1994) 



003983500 



